
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Light Industrial  
 
Category Description:  The goal of the Light Industrial category is to accommodate a 
broad range of industrial investment opportunities by offering a flexible operating 
environment that supports light assembly and services related to industrial activities.  
Light Industrial activities include integrated manufacturing and assembly of small 
products or components such as electronic equipment and medical devices.  In 
addition, operations can include handling of small quantities of liquids and chemicals 
associated with the manufacturing process such as in the production of pharmaceutical 
or nutraceutical products. 
 
Light Industrial operations require individual sites, which are usually part of an industrial 
park.  Buildings may also include multi-tenant structures.  Utility and transportation 
infrastructure requirements are typically modest. 
 
Design Considerations: Success requires careful control of the work environment, 
both in support of technical activities and worker expectations. These can include: 

 Higher amounts of office space, compared to heavy manufacturing; may require 
increased parking 

 Good visibility from roadways to allow easy access for employees and visitors 

 A clean and attractive industrial environment that supports production and the 
retention and attraction of skilled workers. 

 
Attraction Targets:  The Light Manufacturing category offers the possibility of attracting 
industries from two of the five Iowa City industry targets:  Renewable Energy and 
Advanced Manufacturing.  In addition, this category will support a spectrum of other 
investment types including: Assembly, Office, Region Service Center and Warehouse 
Distribution. 
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Workforce Considerations: Light Industrial operations require a range of worker types 
depending on the function performed.  On the upper-end, operations with more 
complicated machinery tend to require more skilled technicians with two and four-year 
degrees, as well as engineers.  Some of the jobs require certification.  Other Light 
Industrial operations may only require semi-skilled and unskilled employs to fill specific 
job descriptions. 
 
Because of the wide cross section of employee skill sets required, even within the same 
facility, Light Industrial operations are almost always in proximity to major arterial roads 
and/or highways, usually near or inside metropolitan areas. 
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Category:  Light Industrial  
 
Iowa City Industry Targets:  

 Renewable Energy  
 Advanced Manufacturing  
 

 

Other Possible End-users:  

 Light Manufacturing 
 Assembly 
 Non-Retail, Region Service Center 
 Warehouse Distribution 

Minimum Acreage / Square Footage:  

 50 usable acres in a planned industrial park 

 
Pilot Site:  None 
 

Primary Distinctions: 

 Utility capacity 

o Electricity: 1 MW 

o Natural Gas: 7,000 CFH 

o Water:  150,000 GPD 

o Wastewater: 150,000 GPD 

 Utility service adjacent to the site 

  “Green” characteristics:  

o Primary campus/building design professional to be LEED-accredited; a 
detailed explanation of the sustainable characteristics of the property 
(building, site, or campus), including a review of how the restrictive 
deeds and covenants of the property would allow future buildings to be 
built to earn “points” toward the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED-
NC or LEED Core & Shell Certification; estimate of the points likely to 
be received under the "Sustainable Sites" section of the LEED 
checklist.  


